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Traffic snapshot 
 

● In May 2024, the MAHB network of airports achieved a new traffic milestone, recording a total of 

11.2 million passenger movements, surpassing the peak levels seen in February 2024 and 

exceeded May 2019 figures by 4.7%. This surge in traffic coincided with several public holidays 

(Labor Day, Wesak Day, and the Ka’amatan Festival), as well as the Term 1 school holidays 

observed throughout Malaysia during the month.  

● This is the fifth consecutive month that total passenger movements have exceeded the 10 million 

mark, highlighting significant momentum in post-pandemic recovery. 

● International passenger movements remained robust, with 5.8 million passengers reported in May 

2024, achieving an impressive 114.2% of the levels observed in May 2019. This remarkable 

performance reflects a stable rebound in international travel, consistently surpassing the 5.5 

million mark since January 2024. 

● Similarly, domestic segments registered 5.4 million passenger movements, marking a 1% 

increase over May 2023, and approaching 96.2% of May 2019 levels. 

● Malaysia total passenger movements for May 2024 stands at 7.7 million, with a growth of 12.1% 

over May 2023. International and domestic passenger movements recorded 4 million and 3.7 

million passengers, reaching 98.8% and 94.7% respectively over May 2019, demonstrating a 

continuous recovery trajectory to pre-pandemic levels.  

● The positive traffic development for Malaysia can be attributed to the public holidays coinciding 

with the school holiday season, which traditionally stimulates travel demand, and the proactive 

efforts of foreign and local airlines to expand seat offerings.  

● Istanbul SGIA total passenger movements attained 3.5 million passengers in May 2024, 

exceeding 2019 May passenger movements by 27.7%. International and domestic passenger 

movements continued to show resilience surpassing 2019 levels, with both segments achieving 

the highest monthly traffic in 2024.  
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Overview of traffic 

In May 2024, the MAHB network of airports handled 11.2 million passenger movements, surpassing 

the peak volume recorded in February 2024 for the year. This strong traffic surge was driven by a 

combination of factors including public holidays which coincides with the school holiday season. 

International passenger movements remained strong, with 5.8 million passengers in May 2024, 

reaching 114.2% of May 2019 levels. Domestic passenger movements totaled 5.4 million, achieving 

96.2% of May 2019 levels. 

 

Passenger movements in Malaysia continue to make progress achieving a notable milestone with 7.7 

million passengers in May 2024, the second highest after February 2024. The international sector 

gathered momentum with 4 million passengers reported and facilitated by the extension of visa-free 

travel to China until the end of 2025. The growth for the international sector was contributed by the 

resumption of AirAsia service from KL International Airport (KUL) to Biju Patnaik International Airport, 

Bhubaneswar (BBI) and China Eastern Airlines to Wuhan Tianhe International Airport (WUH), both 

with thrice weekly frequencies. Additionally, AirAsia has commenced new flights from KUL to Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport, Ahmedabad (AMD) and Juneyao Air from Penang 

International Airport (PEN) to Shanghai Pudong International Airport (PVG) four times weekly each. 

Domestic passenger movements were equally impressive, exceeding 3.7 million passengers, which 

is equivalent to 94.7% of 2019 levels. 
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In May 2024, Istanbul SGIA saw robust double-digit growth in total passenger movements, reaching 

3.5 million passengers, marking a significant 12.6% increase compared to May 2023. This exceptional 

performance not only exceeded 2019 levels by 27.7% but also underscores a strong recovery path 

for the airport. It's notable that international and domestic passenger movements both reached 1.8 

million and 1.7 million passengers, respectively, in May 2024. Pegasus Airlines introduced four new 

international routes: Chisinau (RMO), Aktau (SCO), Bratislava (BTS) with twice-weekly frequency, 

and Sofia (SOF) with thrice-weekly frequency. Additionally, Ajet expanded its international operations 

during the summer season of 2024, further enhancing the airport's connectivity in Eastern Europe 

and Central Asia. 
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